SBCBBT WRITING-----SECULARIZATION.

and constitute the great bulk of the solid
parts of plants. They have been divided
into (I) General or nutritious secretions, the
component parts of which are gum, sugar,
starch, lignin, albumen, and gluten; and
(2) Special or non- assimilable secretions,
which may be arranged under the heads of
acids, alkalies, neutral principles, resinous
principles, colouring matters, milks, oils, &c.
Secret Writing. See Cryptography.
Secrole (si-krol'). See SikrcwL
Section, a representation of a building or
other object as it would appear if cut through
by an intersecting plane, showing the inter-
nal structure.

Sector, in geometry, a part of a circle com-
prehended between two radii and the arc;
a mixed triangle, formed
by two radii and the arc
of a circle; as c D B in the
accompanying figure. The
term denotes also a ma-
thematical instrument so
marked with lines of sines,
tangents, secants, chords,
&c,} as to fit all radii and
scales, and useful in making diagrams, laying
down plans, &c. The sector is founded on
the fourth proposition of the sixth book of
Euclid, where it is proved that equiangu-
lar triangles have their homologous sides
proportional.

Secular Clergy, in the Roman Catholic
Church, clergy of all ranks and orders not
bound by monastic vows. See Regular Clergy.
Secular Games, a great festival, probably
of Etruscan origin, anciently celebrated at
Koine to mark the commencement of a new
sceculum or generation. In 249 B.O. it was
decreed that the secular games should be
celebrated every hundredth year after that
date; but this decree .was frequently disre-
garded, and they were celebrated at very
irregular intervals.

Secularism, a philosophy of life, the gist
of which consists in the advocacy of free
thought and the assertion of some corollaries
derived from this leading tenet. Secularists
are convinced that the best means of arriv-
ing at the truth is to place perfect confidence
in the operations of human reason. They do
not hold human reason to be infallible, but
they maintain that it is in the interest of
truth that reason should be corrected only
by reason, and that no restraint whatever,
penal, moral, or social, should be placed
upon holding, expressing, or acting up to any
opinion intelligently formed and sincerely

held, however contrary that opinion may
be to those generally current Scepticism
or the questioning of traditional beliefs they
regard as a moral duty, yet their creed can-
not be called a sceptical one, for they do
not rest satisfied with doubting, but when
they find that certainty, that is, irresistible
conviction, is unattainable on any subject,
they consider that they should confess their
ignorance with regard to it, and pass on to
other subjects that may be investigated with
more profitable results. 3?rom the nature
of their leading tenet it follows that the
only moral principles they can hold are
such as they believe must commend them-
selves to the reason and aspiration of every
man of enlightened conscience. The foun-
dation of such a set of moral principles they
profess to find in the doctrine of Utilitarian-
ism, which regards it as our highest duty to
do all that tends to bring every individual
to the highest perfection of which human
nature is capable. The means to do this is,
they think, most likely to be found in the
study of man's whole nature, physical,
moral, and intellectual, and of the laws of
external nature, and these are the objects
to which they direct attention. Secularism
does not come into direct collision with
any religion. It is not atheistic, inasmuch
as it is no tenet of that system either to
affirm or deny the existence of God; nor
does it deny the truth of Christianity, for
that is none of its business any more than
it is to affirm or deny some scientific theory.
Secularism in England is an offshoot of the
socialism of Robert Owen, but its imme-
diate founder is George Jacob Holyoake, a
native of Birmingham, where he was born
in 1817, and began to promulgate his views
about 1846. It is to him that British legis-
lation is chiefly indebted for the Evidence
Amendment Act, which legalized affirma-
tions in lieu of oaths. Mr. Charles Brad-
laugh, Mr. Holyoake's successor in the lead-
ership of the English secularists, carried
this question a step further by his refusal
to take the parliamentary oath and by the
act of 1888 allowing affirmation instead.
Secularization, in its most general sense,
is the conversion of objects from a religious
or spiritual to a common or secular use;
specifically, it is the act of rendering secular
the property of the clergy. Secularization
took place in Germany in 1648, and again
in 1801; in England under Henry VHL;
in Italy in 1866, and again in 1878; and
in Prance during the Revolution.
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